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TO THE READER. 


Oncerning thoſe admirable ; and amazing 
works of God, which are by us called 
Comets, as under a Phyſzoal and Mathema- 
tical Conſideration, there are many that: 
have publiſhed their Sentiments, and 
ſome to good purpeſe and edification, The ſcope of 
the enſuing diſcourſe, 1s only ( that being moſt pro- 
| per for one under my circumſtances) to make a Theo- 
logical Improvement thereof, There are that do pro- 
pound this inquiry, Zow mavy Comets bath the worl® 
ken nottce of ſeuce the fir ft Creation? Which is indeed a 
Queſtion that no mortal living is able to give a full and 
certain anſwer unto, It is true that ſundry learned 
and worthy Writers ( eſpeciall Levater and Aled) 


have. attempted to give us the Hiſtory of Comets, ner. | 
hath their labour been wholly in vain or unprofitable. 


In the Authors but now-mentipned (though others give 
us a larger account ) We donot read of above elevery 
Blazing Stars, in thoſe Ages ( for about four thouſand: 
vears ) that were before the Incarnation ofthe Son of 


God : Doubtleſs there were more ; but the Records 


ef thoſe timEsare very imperfe&, ſo that we cannot: 


fy , when they appeared , or by whom obſgryed.. 
The number of Comets ſeen theſe laſt 1680, years, 15 
judged to be about 143. Some ſpeak of a farr greater. 


number, .but ethers queſtion whether there haye.beerr 
ſo many, inaſmuch as diyerſe appearances of the ſame: 
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Comet have been fet down by Hiſtorians as if they had 
been ſo many diſtin Comets, Such Stars (for ſo ra- | ? 
- ther than Meteors have the Obſervations of later times J 
b evinced them to be ). haye ever been accounted Omz- c 
E* nous Preſages of great mutations and miſeryes coming | , 
: . upon the-world. . So"did the wiſe men amongſt the x 
Gentiles of old ( a) their Orators, Poets, Philoſophers , 
(a) Abultima antiquitatis memoria notatum eſt Cometas , 
A ſemper calamitatum pranuncios fulſſe, Cicer. de nat , Deor, a 
4 Lib, 2, | 
| diri toties arſere Cometz, Virg, F 
Et terrjs nunquam fheftaclum impune Comets, ; 
Claudian, P 
———Luanls note Comet-z, 
Sangiumet lugubrerubent. -——————— : 
\' everefteem of thern, And the obſervation hath been . 
; ſadly verified, by the experi:nce of latter Ages ; con- : 
Þ ſonant to the holy Scriptures of Truth, where (both in 
? the Old Teſtament and in the New) Prodigious Sights F 
6 and Signs in the heavens are mentioned as the preſages p 
S * of great Calatnityes, Some object that after the blaz- JI © 
ing Star, Anns, 1097. Avery fertile proſperous year J , 


followed, but they forget that the next year a direful 
Plague raged in the Worl#, Others object that Wick- 
liffs and Zuthers Reformations, had Comets to procede 
them, , But (to ſay nothing of the Warrs and fatal FJ 1 
_ changes which in thole dayes hapned in diverſe parts of 

the World ) two or three exceptions do not invalidate FI , 
the truthofa general Aﬀertion. If ſuch ſigns are com- | 
monlyTreſages of fore Calamityes , that's enough to 
av.aken men out of their Lethargyes, though now. and I 
th=n, once inan hundred times it ſhould happen to be | 
ofherwayes, which yer remains to be demonſtrated. , 
As fot theirnotion who think that Comets are ſigns BN 
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To 4 the Reader, 


a, light of the Goſpel ſhall be further diſperſed in the 
; world, or that they portend mercy tothe Church, and 


udgement -to others only ; it is to be wiſhed that 
there were a ſolid foundation for ſuch a conceipt : But 
alas ! Diviſions amongſt the Lord's profeſſing People 
themſelves, and great Perſecutions have oftentimes 
been the fatal conſequents of ſuch portentous ſigns. 
And if publick calamities come npon the world, it is - 
not to be expected but that the Lord's People , whilſt 
they are mixed amongſt others ( and too much partak- 
ng with themin their fins) living in an evil world, wilt 
have their ſhare therein. It hath ever been ſo, and 
is ever like to be ſo, until the ſen of the Son of Man ap- - 
ear. 
: As for the Blazing Star, which hath occaſioned this 
preſent Diſcourſe, it was a terrible ſight indeed, eſpe- 
cially abour the middle of December laſt,” the fiream of 
ſuch a ſtupendous magnitude, as that few men now 
living ever beheld the like, That in the year, 1618. 
was looked upon as very prodigious (b) yet the ra- 
diant Locks of it were not at-firſt 
(b) Hiſtory of great though at laſt extended above 45, 
Britzain, Pag. 128. degrees in length , *whenas this 
Clark's Example, was about 60, degrees, Yet I 
Vol, 2. P. 256. cannot ſay there never was any ſo 
diſmal ſince the world began, for- 
d  Thave read of diverſe no leſs fear- 
(c) Nat, Queſt. full. ' Seneca (c) ſpeaketh of a_ 
Lib. 7, C, 15,16. Comet whoſe magnitude was equal - 
with that of the Sun : And of ano- 
ther that prodigiouſly diffuſed it ſelfoyer the Yia laftes ; ; 
and of another very formidable, after which Zelice 
and Buris, Citves in Achais perifhed-by a fearful Inur- 
dation, That which appeared. Anno Chriſti, 1452. 
(4) was above 5o, degrees in 
(4d) Tefte Nau- length, Writers ſpeak of ſome 
 Clero, Blazing 
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To the Readty. a 


Blazing Star that hath been attended with a much lon- 
ger {tream ; Yea, of one that was go, and another that 
was 130, degrees. Nevertheleis, one ſo fearful to 
behold as this, hath rarely been known : And with- 
out controyerſie ſome great thing is portended there. 
by. I fſeelittle reaſon to conclude, that it is an Omer 
of happy dayes to the world untill God hath made way 
for mercy by great ſudgements, Eſpecially conſider- 
30g, that we are fallen into the eregs of time, wherein 
the dayes mult and ſhall be petilous. It was long fince 
» (e) conjectured, that in the Ages 
(ec) Keckerm. more immediatly preceding the 
Phyſ. ubi de Cometze, day of Judgement, Comets and 0- 
P. mibi 1697. ther fearful Sights ſhould be mere 
Magius de'exuftti- frequent than formerly, as intima- 
one Mundi. }, 3. tions of the great and amazing 
C, 10. Revolutions in thoſe Ages to be 
pf - accompliſhed. It will not belong 
before the ſecond Wo Trumpet hath done its work, 
and then the third Wo will come quickly. © The Lord 
grant that we may be accounted worthy to ſtand before 
the Son of Man at His coming, - 
Thelearned and judieious Ze/- 
(f) De Origine pinian (f) writes that Anno, 
templorum, P. 59. 729, There was a Comet ſeen firſt 
| | in the Faſt, in the Morning, and 
after in the Welt in the Evening ( juſt as with our pre- 
ſent Fazing Star) £naſi Orienti ſemul & Occidenti magni 
alicujus mali Praeſagi, We have cauſe to fear that this 
Comet \o appearing doth preſage and portend great}. 
Calamityes both to the Eaſt and the Weſt, b.e, to the 
World in Geyera!. That ſome-notable day of the Lord 
IS at hand, when ſuch Signsappear, we may believe: 
ah Hence are they called (g) Prodigil 
(£) V.Melchier Fun a Praoftendendso, becauſe they ſhe 
Orat Par. 1. p. 425- before hand that ſomething Ronde | 
| | | apgicn 
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able 35 & coming, Further then this I would net go a; 
| bent to determine ; only we may modeſtly conjefurs ag 
Y to particslar events like to happen, I have eyer 
| thought it unwarrantable, for men, not aRed by an 


extraordinary Spirit , to make particular and poſitive 
determinations concerning the. Judgements ( or the 
Perſons eminently. concerned therein ) by ſuch-Prodi- 
gie menaced, The great Aſe/anbon hath been thought 
(by ſome great (þ) Authors) to 

proceed ſomething too far in ap= (h_) Poetins in 


_ plications of this nature, Peucerus Diſp, de Sign, 


( Melanithoy's Son in Law ) ex- 

prefleth himſelf more warily, in his Teratoſcopia , or 
Diſcourſe about Divination from fearful Sights, Yet he 
affirms that when ever great changes in the world have 
been near, prodigious Sights haye been the forerun« 
ners thereof; and that unuſual Sights are ſeldom or 
never known to haye bapned without great and miſe- 
ſerable changes attending them, Only it is poſſible 


for particular Perſons. and places through faith in 
. Chriſt, and in a way of humble Repentance, to obtain 


a lengthening out of their tranquility, The Gentiles 
of old (i) when chey beheld fear- 
full Sights in Heaven, would preſent- (7) Alexand, ab 
ly betake themſelves to their Prayers Alex. 1. x.,c, 27. 
and Piacular Sacrifices ( in imitation Ceiz#5 Rodogpi.1,3, 
of whom idolatrous Papilts have been C, 27. 
wont inlike caſes to go to their Re- 
liqnes, Amulets, Preceſlions, &c,) that fo evils Omz. 
»4ted thereby, might ( if poſſible) be ayerted. And 
ſhall not Profeſfours of the true Religion, be awaken= 
ed by ſuch awful works of God, to go unte Jeſus Chriſt 
( our enly Sacrifice) and to pray earneſtly that impen- 
ding wrath may be remoyed, and the mercy of Heaven 
obtained ? Shall we not be humbled, as for other Sins, 
ſs for thas, ofnet hearkning to Kis VVord? The con- 
| tempt 
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tempt whereof provoketh him to ſpeak by fearful 
Sights and Signs from Heaven, which ſeems tobe the 
EY (4) meaningofthat Scripture, Ag, if * 
(&) Strigelim 2, 19, The Lord 1s many wayes cal. 
© Tofauus ad ling upon men, to repent, and pray, 
Locum. and get into the Ark before the Flood 

Fw come, Indeed we ſhould not be dif. 
mayed at the Signs of Heaven, nevertheleſs (as that 
Emperor ſaid) We eught to fear that God who hath made 

this blazing far, Surely, we have caule to ſpeak, 

as ſometimes the Pſalmiſt did, My fleſh trembjes for 
fear of thee, and 1 am afraid 'of thy Fudgements, 
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WORLD: 


Luk, 21. 11. a Fearful 
| Sights, and great Signs 
' ſhall there be from Heaven. 


HE Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ha- * 
vying told his Diſciples " 

_ that great Calamityes 5 
were haſtning upon Je- _ 2 
ruſalem, and/ upon the * 
Jewiſh Nation ; they enquire when thoſe = 
things ſhould come to paſs, and what 
Siens ſhould precede and preſage: the 
| | Judgements 
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Tudgements predifted. This we ſce in 
the 7th. Verſe ofthis Chapter, They asked N 
Him, ſaying, Maſter, but when ſhall theſe 
things be : and what Sign will there be whey 
theſe things ſhall come to paſy? In Anſwer 
unto Which Enquiry, the Lord Chrift 
doth in this Context mention ſeveral 
things, ſome ob which were to be more 
remste, and others more immediatc Sigxs 
of that miſcrable Deſtruion, which the 
ſacred and uncrring lips of - Chriſt had 
forcrxold. 1. Falſe Chriſts would arifc, 
P.8. Many fall come in my Name, ſaying, 
T am Cbrif, 8c, The jews had rejected 
the true Mefſiah , therefore God wovld 
puniſh them with falſe Chriſts,jas an 1nti- 
mation that the dayes of vengeance were 
coming upon the Nation for chat Sin of 
theirs. The Apoftle Fob ( Chriſt's bc- 
loved Diſciple } doth imitate his Maſtcr 
in mentioning the ſame thing as a Sign 
- that the Jewith World was ncar unto 1ts 
end, 1 704.2.18, There are many Anti: 
"chriffs b h.e. falſe Chriſts, ſuch as came | 
"+" by See Mede's Works, Þ, $18, $72. IR Chriſt's 
: ER Name), 
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' Name, 2. e. that pretended unto his Office, 


'Commotions, which cauſed 


Dignity, and Authority 3* and thereby, 
(faith the Apoſtle, ) we know that it « the 
la#t time z {c. the Jewiſh State, both Civil 


286 Eccleſiaſtical, was come unto the laſt 


hour : The Period of the Jewiſh World 
as at hand. And the Hiſtoryes of thoſe 
times ſpeak of one Theaudas, and others, 
that pretended to be Chriſts, and that 
the River Jordan ſhould give way to them 
25 once it did to Joſhyah z, ſo'thar a mgulti- 
tude of filly Jews were ſeduced, & perſwa- 
ded to follow them,unto their own deſtru- 
Gon. 2, Another-Sign' mentioned, 'is 
that ef Warres, and Commotions, Y. 9, 
When you shall hear of Wars and Commeoti- 
ons, be not terrified: for theſe things muſt 
firſt come topaſs; but the end is not by & by. 
This may be underſtood of thoſe 1nteſtiue 
W arres and Commotions, which hapned in 
the Land of Judes., The Galileays took 
up Arms againſt the Samaritans, - At's 
one time, in a Mutiny _ Foy OM 
there were wenty Thou- I; v0 GC; b5%. 

ſand flain. Theſe were > ix (ata 
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Jewiſh Nation) in thoſe dayes, Hence 
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* Joſeph, de Bello againſt A ingdom * * S0 


great noiſe and conſternation amongſt |, 
men ( eſpecially amongſt thoſe. of the | 
that which is by Luke expreſſed by Wars 
and Commtions, is by Mark called 7r0u- 
bles ; and by Matthew, Wars and Rumors of 
Wars, And theſe things. hapned abour 
twenty years. before the final deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, and fatal overthrow of the 
Fewifb Nation ; therefore was it ſaid, The 
end i uotby ind by, 3. Another Sign is 
tha mentioned in the 10th. I. Nation 
Shall riſe up againſt Nation, and Kingdom 


bo he os gs 


Judaico, Zib, 2, indeed it came to pals, 
bro when the Fewish Nation 
roſe up againſt the Romane Nation; and 
their Neighbouring Nations, Syrians, .S4- 
maritans, &c. role againſt them. In thoſe: 
dayes the Land of 7#4ea was divided into 
ſeveral Provinces, which did bear the 
names of Xingdems, and the chief Govyer- 
nours of them are according to the Hebrew 
Style, called Xines, being the Vice-Roys: 
which the Rowaye Emperours did ſubſti- 
rute tO |} 
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 TotheWnld, 5 
to be over thoſe places... See 1 Xing. 22, 
I 47- Hence we read of King Herod, King 


AgY ippa, SC. @ Now 4 Grotius, & Lu- 
the people of theſe Pro- cas Brugenſis 78 


yinces were ſet one againſt Matth, 24. 7. 


another ; therefore it is ſaid, Kingdoms 5hal 
riſe up againſt Kingdom. All theſe trou- 
bles were forervnners and Intimations of 
the fatal Calamity a coming, and did help 
to make way thereunto. 4. There were 
to be great Earth-(Nuakes in divers Placese 
In the beginning of this Verſe, Such 
things are uſually ſigns of Divine Anger, 
and ſo porrentous of great Changes and 
Calamitycs : the Intingations of State- 
(Quakes, yea of Nation- Quakes. Hiftori- 


ans (peak of very tremendoſe Earthquakes 


which hapned in-diyerſe places f whereby 


f Sex 6irciter annos, ante Urbss excidium, tres As 
fix clariſſimas urbes, Terre-motu everſas eſſe, tefla- 
tur Orelins, L, 7. Tacitus ſcribit, ſub Tiberia 
Nerone, duodecim civitates in Ala Terre-motu col- 
lapſas eſte : Ac denuo in quints ejus regni anno, tre» | 
decim urbes Terre-matu cecidiſſe. 

Vide Bertram. in Matth,. 24. 7. 
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 Fearful Sights } Gy. ; 
e#lamenta : 7] Such Sights as ſtrike'a terror 
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G Heaven's Alarm 
ſeyxcral famous Cities periſhed, not long 
before Jeruſalem was deſtroyed. 5. Fa- 


mines. Probably that Prediction doth 
reſpe& the fame Famine which Agabmus 


propheſficd of, 4#. 11.28. Under which 


the Land of Fudea ſuffered deeply, 
Whence it was that the Apoſtle P au! was 
very ſollicicous to obtain ſome Relicf for 
the Chriſtian Jews then at Jeruſalem. 6, 
Peſttlences, Theſe two Judgements, ( Lt- 
moi kai Lvimoi, 2s in thie Greek it is ele- 
gantly exprefied ) of Famine, and Peſti- 


lepce, do often go together, the latter fol-| 


lowing at the heels of the former, and be- 
ing occaſioned thereby, 7. Fearfel Sights 
and great Signs tn Teavew : Which are 
the words now before us to conſider of. 
Gr. Phobetra | Terri- 


into the hearts of men that are the Spea- 
tors of them. 
Prodigious Signs, ' Theſe things arc 
mentioned as the more immediate Preſa- 
ges of thoſe Miſeryes that were coming 


upon  Feruſalem, with the whole Ferish 
Doct. 


Nation, 
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# 7 
Do. That Prodigious awful Sights and 
Signs in Heaven, are oftentimes, the 
Preſages of great Calamity coming 
 #pon the World, 
for the farther clearing of this Dofrine, 
three things may ve enquired into. 1. 
What Sights and Signs arc the PreſaSes 
of Calamity? 2, How it doth appear 
that they are ſo? 3g. What Calamityes 
ſuch Signs do commonly preſage? 

Q. t. What Sights and Signs is Heauts 
tre Preſazes of Calamity? 

Anſ. 1, There are Signs in the farry 
Heawen. The great God, when he made 
the World, placed the Stars in Heayen, to 
be for Signs as to Eyents that in the ordi- 
nary Courſe of Nature ſhould come to 
;- | paſs Gew. I. 14. God (aid, Let there be 

| lights in the Firmament of htawen, aud lt 
;- [tbews befor Signs.' They are for Signs of 
-, | Heat and Cold, wet and dry Seaſons, a nd 
e [the like. Hence the Lord ſpake to Fob, 
as.in Ch. 38. 31. Canſt thow bind the ſweet 
Influences of Pleiades, or looſe the bands of 
{Orion ? The Pleiades are the ſame with 

| CNOL 
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theſe which men call the Sever Starres, 
When the Sun is in that Conſtellation 
with the Plezades, it hath great power and | 
Influence upon the Earth, It is Spring- | 
time then. As for 0riop f itis a Winter- 
See 2r, Conſtellation, cauſing Cold, 
Cary! on Job, whereby the pores of the earth 
35. 31. arebound. It binds the Earth 
from bearing Fruit, and as ir were binds 
the hands of Men from labour in their 
particular Callings, When that Con- 
ſellation appears in the Evening ( as it 
doth in the ninth Moneth ) 'tis a ſign 
3 that the Earth ſhall be bound, as hath bin 
j expreſſed. Yea, and it is a fign that 
Storms and tempeſtuous ſeaſons are to be 
expected. Therefore was it by the Poet 
called Nimboſus Orion. And hence the 
Stars are called by the name of the Sg» | 
of heaven, Jer, 10. 2. Learn not the way of 
the heathen, and be not diſmayed at the Signs 
of heaven. Which words may well be un- 
derſtood concerning the Stars and Con- 
Aicllations inthe heavens. g For the Hea- 


g !ts locuns interpretantuy 4b. Solomon Jarchi, & exilo 
Lyranus. YVoetius Diſp.ſele#, Par. 2, P, 923. | 
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then 


whom the! Jews were ahen | ing20.08 Ivell) 
| foperſiiriouſly: imagin'd -that -the; Stars 
"were Rulers of the World, and lid: there- 
| fore ſtandin fear- of-them, 1and :worſhip - 
| them + which - hearheniſh 1dolarry the 
: | Lord doth caution-and charge his:/People 
| | againſt. The Stars of Heayen are for na- 
c | tural Signs, Their Motions and. Appear 
rances are. fignifications-that ſuch and 
_ | fuchthings, will according to thax-Courle 
; | of Nature, which God. hath: ſecled;,come 
topaſs inthe World. There are alſo- ex- b 
traordinary Stars, ſometimes appeating/in 4 
the Heavens; God in his. Providence-dorh 
ſo.arder, as that ſometimes, Blazing Stars 
. | are {cen-in heaven. SuchiStars: are Realled 
Eomers, from the ſtream like long; Hair, 
which uſcth to attend them. * Such a Srar 
#0 's Prodigious,and a Fearful Sight.” And 
| dfrhis. may the words'of che Texr be-un- 
derftoads» The Fewiſh 8-Hiſtorian re- 
—_ | ports,-that not long..beface-.. - 
.. [thedefſtruction of Jeraſalem, F3ycy = 
np | fiere was a Blazing Starre in 4 
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form of'a Sword, which ſeemed to im- 
penid over the Ciry, fora Ycar together: 
This now was a fearfal Sight, and a great. 
3 Sign from Heavin, 2491 . 
4 12 "There arc fearful Sights and Signs 
p appearing in the Air, ſomeumes am the 
lower heaven, which we move & breathe 

in. Prodigious Meteors are ſometimes 

- feen'there.' - And firange Appearances, 

- Which are cither ſeen, or heard ſpeaking. 
Of theſe fearful fights. and ſigns, is the 
Went likewiſe ro be interpreted.  Foſephas 
relates, that before the Remaene: Army de- 
Rroyed Feruſalems, there.were (een inthe 
Air, Iron Chariots, and Souldiers in bat- 
telarty; and-inthe night-time, a great 
hr 5p appearcd'in'the Temple, for half an 
_-hourtbgerher, with as much brightneſs as 
if'it had been noon day; and a Voice was 
heard ſaying, Let ws be goue from hence. / 
''Qu. 2. How doth it appear that ſuch | 
Fearful Sights" are Preſages of Calamityes 
Coming upon the World? ” 
_  -Anſ«-4+ The Scripture is clear for this 
The Text before us doth expreſly de- 
go Leh. . ; clare noÞ* 
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Bike fame. Calamiryes which this Text 

'Bhath reference mo, faith alſo, that. pro» = 

Viigious Signs:in heaven. ſhould prelage . 
and; portend them. Foel, 2. 30 31. 1will 
thew. Wonders in the heaven. Truly, Bla- 
zing: Stars are:Wonders in.the heavens 
dndinthe Earth, blood, and fire and pil- 

Whirs of ſmoke before the great and the tent» 
Wie Day of the Lord come. When Feruſe+ 
lens was deſtroyed, and the Fewish ſtate 
diflolved, that was a great and norable 
Day 'of the Lord, a Type. of the great 
Day of Judgement. Wonders, even pro» 


digious and amazing Signsſhould precede 

fit A verylearned 7 and judicious Inter» 
preter conceiveth thar the 

3 |[#ebrews of old did uſe tocall ,(Mete Di 


On courſe, 6. P. 37 
'[Camets, or Blazing Stars-by: ” 


- that nameof 4 Pillar of Smoke, becauſe 
[merimes they appear like Pillars of 
Simoke,-and:thartherefore- whenit is ſaid, 
'Iihere ſhallbe Piljars of ſmoke-before the 
terrible Day 'ofthe-Lord, the: rrue mea+ 
{ang audintendmentof thoſe -Exprefions 
FF B bl Is, that 
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 'that Comets ſhould precede and preſageſſ 
[the miſeryes coming upon the Fewrsh Nai 
tion, Yea; the Scripture informs us, thax 
"Fearful Sights and Signs in heaven, (hall 
precede the Great and (General Day of 
Judgement, as Preſages. thereof. Luk, fl 
21.25. There 5hall be Stens in the Harres: 
meaning that ſuch things ſhould beobſer- 
ved among the Stars inheaven, as would 
bea Sign that Chriſt's coming to Judge 
the World, did approach. Wherefor 
in Verſe 28, itis ſaid, When theſe things 
come to paſs, then look up; and lift up 'your 
head's, for your Redemption araweth nigh, 
The Day of Fudgement,-isa Day of-Re- 
demption, and is fo called in other Scrip- 
tures, Ephef. 4430. Then ſhall the Bo- 
dies of the Saints be redeemed from the 
"power of the Grave; and both Bodies and 
Souls, redeemed from all Evils of fin and 
of ſuffering. Rom. 8.23. 1 Cor. 1.30. 
Atthe Reſurrection, inthe laſt Day, will 
the great Redemption be to the Saints off 
God, - and; the greateſt Miſeryes to theſz 
Wicked that cver were thought of, aq L 
: 120887 


eBSioris in heavenſhall precede them. And 
-Yhence itis, that Fearful Sights are called 
at 5 ns in'the'Scriptnre it is partly on this 
M:ccount, -in thar they are' Signs that the 
Lord is coming forth our of his holy ha- 
Ke bitation, to puniſh the World for their 
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:F lniquityes: PEW 
is 2. The Experience of many Apes doth 
WE bear witneſs to the truth of this Do- 
>| arine. ' If the Scripture were filent about. , 
By this. matter, the Experience both of for- 
Emer and later Ages doth ſufficiently and 
Wyfadly confirm the Truth in hand. Hence * 
Yi + heathen Writer could ſay, If God be 


e-l bout to punich a City or a Nation, He is wont 
"Pl fri# to give warning of it by Prodigyes, by 
30- Signs from heaven. And commonly it 1s 
the Þ, that when ſtupendous Signs go before, - 
nyfupendous Judgements follow after. 
nd Soine I have written large Volumes con- 


"t Cum: Deus puniturus fit gentem vel urbem, Prodigijs 
ut prius folet ſignificare, Herod, 1,6. 'Lege Melchioris 
Juni) Orat, Par, 1, f.425, (1) Conradus Lycoſthenes 
the Uibrum edidit in quo omnia collegit Prodigia, que ab exor- 
A nd 40. mundj oftenſa ſunt, | Zanch, de natura Dei, þ.' 414 
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erning the Fearful Sights, which have a iſ 
lcycral times. and places been obſeryed' in |: 
the World; and the Judgements and Mi- f 
ſcryes which have followed. v2 
3. Many times ſuch fearful Sights are 
tokens of God's Anger z which is anather 
Reaſon why they are called Signs, as be- 
Ing Signs of the, Anger of God : Signs 
that fl:ming Vengeance is kindled, and fi 
burning.in Heaven againſt a ſinful World, 
Now when God 1s angry, then Pyblick 
Judgements come, as Teſtimonyes of Di- 
- yine Diſpleaſure. Perfonal AMidions || 
are not alwayes Evidences of God's: An- 
ger, as we fee. in Job : bur. Pablick Judge- 
ments are eyer wont tobe ſo. Tis. 
thought thar che ninetierh Pſalm. was. pen- [| 
ned by Meſes on occafion of a publick 
| Judgement, the Plague which broke in 
upon the Children of 7ſraet, and ſwept 
away many Thouſands of them: And 
aith he, Vie .are confurned by thy Anger, & | 
by thy Wrath are we troubled, V. 7. Sol 
that if Publick Judgemwents come, God is 
angry, and his Wrath kindled : He oy 
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| by them teſtify, and power down his righ- 
'reous Diſpleaſure, from-Heaven. Tnaſ(- 
-much-then as fearful Sights are Tokens of 
| God's Anger, they arePreſages- of great 
and publick Calamities. As the Rainbow 1 
(though a natural Sign) is a token of Di- | 
vine Favour; ſo are prodigious Sights 
Tokens of Divine Anger. 
4+ Theſe fearful Sights are many times 
Preſages of thoſe things which make way 
for great Changes and Calamityes to 
comeupon the World. They are often- 
| times ( Blazing Stars ® in a more ſpeci- 
"| al manner are(o) the Preſages ofthe death 
"|: of greatz yea, and of worthy Men. Is 
$ | not the fatal downfal of Auguſtulws (the 
"| laſt Reman Emperour) in the Scripture 


k | emblematically ſer forth , by har of a 
ly Blazing- Starz falling to- the ground? 
11 8 | | 
dj - 1» Damaſcen, 7.2. c,6. Tfidor, 1, g. Erymol. 

7 ——— cine; mend? 

(|| \ Syderiry © terris mutantens regna Cometam, = Lucan, 

ol Anno 1471. ardet Cometa : Hoc anno multi Principes 
ol oriuntnr. Anno 1477. multt Principes objerumt, Alſted. 
1 mp 

bl ' #\Medr ju Apoc, $. 10; 


B4, . Rev. 


==S 


Heaven's Alarm | 
Rev. ; 10! Thepefelliq great ſtar from hea-. "| 
VEu; burning As it Were 4 lamp. "Tr is con- 
ceived;thar-the*ruine'of Auguſtulus, de- | p 
thronedby/Ozoacerthe'Herulian, was ſig- | c 

Pp 

t 


nifiedby thole words; arid that- he is re- 
ſembled ro that fort of Comets, which is 
called Lampad:as.'; And'when there is a | F 
- Star burning and blazing in heaven, com- | j 
monly it proves fatal to ſome Auguſtalus, || 1 
whence great Changes & miſeryes enſue. | , 
Yea, the' Death. of worthy ( as' well as | 
great). Perſonages, is ſometimes porten- ||| | 
ded by ſuch Signs. A little before great | 
Conftantine's death, a blazing Star appeas | | 
red, and-infinite miſeryes followed. In | | 
the Year © 1556. a Comet { then vul- | 


0. Altea. chiozo), Barly called a fiery Bees 
C. 49: ubj de Come- ſom ) was {een : and ſoon 
pt ver Spotmiood's. after, many learned, uſe- 

ap wi Ht ... ful, worthy Men dyed; 
whoſe death was an anſpeakable loſs and. 

miſery to the places where they had lived. 
* "Out. 13. What Calamityes ds ſuch 
fearful Sights and Signs.in heaven: preſoge? 
+. Anſ. We muſt not be particular and 
| politic 


4a _ »To' the Worldo 159: þ 
'] poſitive-in Interpretations of ''things-of-: | 

| I this nature. When'a fearful Sight ap»: 

pears in heaven, which the whole World: 

+ | cannot but take notice of, now to'make 2 

' | particular and abſolare determination +p, 

| that ſuch a Place, or {och a , 3: x 

| I Perſon, ſuch a Judgement, Diſp. de' Sign. 

" [is certainly intended there- Fe 919, 990- * 

{| by; 15 too much boldiieſs. In general, 

| we may ſately ſay, that theres juft cauſe ' 

| to expect that great- Calamityes are” at 
band : but what Perſons or Places ſhall* 

| More eminently fall-under thoſe. Judge- 

ments, 1s not for vs to determine « but we' 

| muſt leave tharwith God, who beſt knows: 

* | wharhimſelfintends ro do. 7 HMC , 

This being premiſed, we proceed'in 

| | Anſwering the Enquiry before us. 

I, Sometimes ſuch Signs are_Preſages 

; | of great Perſecutions, coming upon the 

| | Church of God. The Lord in mercy to 

* | bis People, giveth them ſuck Warnings, 

/ | that ſo-they may prepare for whar's a 

| coming, or make haſte to enter into' the 

| | Chambers of ſafety, as it were for a little 

| : | moment, 


© 


omen F till r] _ Þ, by "ou Way be overpa ft. 
Vers's lou Perſecution Had 2Blazing 
zert0 precede it; The fame is tte con» 


-erning the Arian Hereſy and perſecution; 
bat 'flo6d ſpoken of in the” Revelation, 
which the Dragon caft out of his mourh, 
and whereby the Woman, the Church, 

_ fledimothe Wilderneſs, wasin eminent 
anger of being (wallowed up and deyou-. 
red. Rev. 12.15, 

\ 2. Somciimes ſuch Signs in heaven 
are Preſapes of miferable Dearths and 
Scarcity, Thar Blazing Star impending 
over Jerafalan, which the Text hath refe- 
rence uno, was attended with: a- terrible 
Famine, whereby multitudes periſhed q , 
And therefore ſuch Signs are frequently 
Poremons of thoſe Judgements, which 


WT |  Twithe Tears after Chrif, $76. 9483. 964. there were 
ms. > OSA preſaging Famines © other Fudgements, || 
In Aniiis 674, 675, 676. Comets appeated, and ſore 

Dreaiphts followed I ſome Countries it rained 'not for 
| 3 Tadrs together. The Iiks Miſerjes followed the Come 
Anno 1737- In Annis'5$94. 1527. 1542, Comets were! 
ſeen, and Armies of Locuffs followed, devouring the Fruits. 


br en 


cauſe 
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 Droughts and Blaſtings,;and the multi- 
plication of noxious (. FAAS.! It CE 


O_ 


ſtroy the Fruits of the Farth, All 


x 


particulars I could confiran unto you by | 


wpprored Hiſtory, which declarch tow 
they have all been. preſaged by Blazzng. 


Stars in heayen. Pp ae 
3. Lamentable Deaths and DeſtniQi- 
ons amongſt Men, have been qftentimes 
preſaged by ſuch Sights in heaycn, Sid- 
den and .amazing Ruines, by-r  Earth- 
quakes, by Inundations, by Fire, and the 
like awful Viſirations, have been Oy 
portended. . Eſpecially deſtruRions, by 
mortal and contagious Difſcaſcs... "Thar 
ſtrange Diſcaſe, known by the name of 


r Iu the Tears 66, 78. 79, and 668. Comets\appeaved, 
after which tevrible Earthquakes hapned in many Places. 
Annis 377, 912, 1530. there were blazing Flars appea- 
ring ; and Inundations followed in diverſe places... Quickly 
after the Comet. Anne 882. the famous City of Triers-was 
burnt to the ground. Allted, bz ſuprs.” | Memordbile 
fuits Portentum. Terra-morus Anno 1618: quaude- ruing 


ments, qua torum Oppidum pturium, © Yicus Schilanus 


cum 900 Hominibus oppreja. % 
Suder 
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hop Hvalhedntr,, which" in 4" petilliar 
matiher purſued thoſe of the , 10g ſh Nati- 
on, eyen hen in Rrange T.ands 3 whence 
rhey were dreaded in all places where they | 
came, 'there was'a Blazing Stay that did 
precede it. Eſpecially that which is, of. 
allDifeaſes miferable Mortals are ſubje&. 
unto, the moſt terrible, I meanthe Plague 
of Peſtilence, s it iS frequently. thus preſa- . 
ved. Such Sights are Heaven's Alarm 
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roa finful World, to give notice thatGod 
hath bent his Bow, and made his' Arrows 
ready, and that-if Sinners turn not, the 
Arrows of Peftilence and Death ſhall fall 
down vpon them ſpeedily. This might 
beconfirmed by a multitude of Inſtances 3 
. butit needs nor. Our own Experienceis ' 
enopgh.. We cannot but rememember 
the" Bang Star that was ſeen but 16: 


s Annd1457-:Cometa quem nigram appellabant, appa- 


rhit, ſeexra ef1 Peſts pris oi Anno 1472: Duo. Ce-" 
met « Peftis alled ſevijt, ut Cognati proximi deſererent ſuos, 


* 
2 * 


&' 


Idem eodem' Libro, © * Anno 1006, Cometa, quem Peftic 
excepit, HB vivt cum mortug ſepelirentur © multa Oppida * 
plane exbanfir. | | 
Pee Years 
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Years agoe, and atertiblePlaguefollgn 


ed; (orharin our own Nation, near4ypo 
an hundred thouſand were (wept away in 
one City, and in one Year. « Anditisre- 
ported, that immediatelyafter that great 
' Blazing Starre, which appeared above 
threeſcore years ago, God ſent the Plague 
# amongſt: the Nartives'in- this Land, 
which {wept them away In,  ceMr.Gor- 
ſuch multitudes, as thar/the-- ge's. Deſcriprion 
living were not enough! to 9 »New-Engl. 
-bury the dead; So didthe* 7 775 Of 
Lord caſt our the Hearthenbefore this his 
People, that the way might thereby be 
prepared unto our more peaceable ſertle- 
-ment here," The Lord in mercy grant, 
'that we may never, by becoming like un- 
tothe Heathen'in Profaneneſs: and Irreli- 
:gton, provoke Him to do unto us; as He - 
-harh done unto them. 710 
"+ 4+ Such fearful Sights and Signs in 
heaven, are uſual Preſages of War among 
the Nations, and fo of thoſe Devaſtations 
and Deſolations which the Sword leaveth 
behindir. Prodigyes on the Earth doe 


ſometimes 
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netin wes wits War and-Bloodſhtd, 
» 3362, And. S1gns in /Zeaves do 


SW -p ich, made 'the Jewiſh Nation 
defolare'( according to Dayxiel's\Prophely 
| pa Wl tar.in h EAaVen. ## 
Andwhen Alaricus. the Goth made fuch a 
terrible - Irruption, upon the-Romwane Em- 
| fire, ike, a ſtorm. of; Hail,,'and: Fire, and 
Blood. Regt. $474 Blazing Stars in heaven 
precededrholgiCalamityes, - When 4t- 
#i#4, who they ſay, called himſelf F lagel- 
tum. Dis. God's Whip, to. ſcourge the 
World: for-, their Wickedne(s, when he 
was armedto be the Executioner of divine 
Vengeance upon the Earth, deſtroying 
Cinyes,, and laying Nations: waſte before 
"Blazing Stars were (cen preceding 
and portending thoſe miſerable Times. 
Inlike-manner, when the Sarecens ( the 
wt Wo: '& Trumpet.) and the Twrks(-the 


| 'Y wear — with mala. end Comete, Tibul. 
ebit'G cnn! _—_ Sibyl, Or: 0, 3. 


ſecond 


3S,1n.my Text, the Rowane 


© 9; Ao rue + td or bY 2 ſeartul 


ſecond} VVo-ITrumpery prophrfied of 
the Revelation ) were let jo cnes 
Apoſtice: Chriſtian; VVorld,. £2300 
panes and:Rearful Sights in heaven dic 
precede thoſe woful 'Dayes. - And are 
there not ſome alive, and'here before. the 
Lord this day, that canremember the s- 
zing Star which appeared i in the 94h. and 
in the 10h Moneths, inthe Year 1618, 
and the next Year began that unhap 
V Var in- Germany, which proved ſo | 
to the/Proteſtant Intereſt there... | 
| Thus have we ſeen what Judgentients 
and Calamitycs, Fearful Sights in beaven 
are common!y the Preſagesiof. Asfor 
that” $[G Nin heaven, now” appearing, 
( which hathioccafioned me-to ſpeak *thiis 
Word ar this time /) what Calamityes 
may” be portended thereby, which of the 
Judgeinents mentioned, or whetherall of 
them be-nor thereby preſaged; I ſhall nor 
ſay 3. butleaye it unto God/and Time to 
diſcover. Oaly in'general, we. haye 
cauſe to fear, that ſweeping Judgeme 
arc Tony fignificd, that the Lord is 
coming 


1 dow! Froihy Heaven vvith2 long 
BRecformn fDcitrudtion, which ſhall [weep 
avya world of Sinhers before its + 
-Feontlute with a word-of Application : 
Nor would-1 fpe-k'any thing, bur -the 
words of Truth and Ghernefs, as beco- 
meth a Meſſenger of Chriſt ro doe, when 


FW: n His Name.” 


USE: Let 6 dil be Exborted. t0.4þ- 
08r ſelves as thoſe that are' under the 
ſolems, awful Warnings of God, ought to as, 
'Tneednor {ay-( for every one knows it.) 
that thereis a Fearful Sight and Sign-ap- 
_—_— in the heavens: Such a formida- 
«ble Blezine- Har, as that the like hath 
'ſcldom been obſerved. Tt concerns: us 
*then, to hearken to the voice of the -Lord 
"therein who by ſuch tremendous Sights 
'is ſpeaking awfully ro the children! of | 
' Men. - Hear then Heaven's Alarm'this 


Ghe « Youwill ſay, Bur what ſhould: we 
© now do ? What deth the Lord expett-from 
' #5, whenthere arc ſuch dreadful Preſages of 
E vil Fg wpon the World? 


Anſw. 1. It now concerns us tobe awa- 
kened out of all Security: - That's. one of 
God's ends ( his declared end ) in cay= 
ſing ſuch Fearful Sights ro be taken natice 
of, that ſo he might awaken a ſecure ſleey 
ping World. And indeed the Lord ma«* 
nifeſts his Goodneſs and Compaſſion to- 
wards ſinful Creatures therein, It was a 
pious Speech of that wp Emperour, who 
| beeing ſomewhat | Aoato 


terrified ar the ſight 
of a Blazing: ffarre, 
{aid ro thoſe about 
him, Let «s admire 
the Clemency of that 


w Ejus Clementiam latte 
dare tenemur, qui: noſtram 
mertiam, talibns monere dip 


- natur indicijs, | Carolns 
. Magnus ; vel ut ali) volunt, 


Ludavicus I, Caroli Mage 
ni $1146. 


Goa, who before He 
Jmites us, cauſeth ſuch Signs in heaven, that 
| ſo He might awaken us out of our Security. 
O letus beware of crying Peace, Peacc, 
when the Day of DeſtruRion. is: at hand. 
O take heed of sleeping, and dreaming 

of nothing but worldly Proſperity at ſuch 
a Time as this. When the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt had rold his Diſciples, rhat cala- 
mitous Timcs were acamine, and menti- 

ws \$ oned | 


*' {Bod 


26 - Heaven's Alarm 
oned the Signs and Preſages thereof, He 
bids them Watch therefore, - Luk. 21, 
36, Let us not then pleaſe our ſelyes, 


with imagining thar ſuch Fearful Sights 


are Signs of Mercy only, and not of Fudze- 


ment. The contrary unto which Opini- 


on, hath bcen confirmed: by more than 


two hundred Inſtances x. Men are cx-, 
Y ceeding apt to in- 


i Laſs, Heidfeld. terprer ſuch things 
pnynXx FÞ110/0pp, þ., 1057, «© 
" Univerſali Experientia, fs 11 3 Way Of favour 
hominumconſenſu, prejudice= to themlelyes, 


tum ef Cometas magna mu- WS»: 
#ationes:;portenderes  Voct. when nothing lefs 


Diſp..de fignis px 929. 1s inrended there- 

7. 6 "op. - 0 win 
theſe Fearful Sights and Signs in heaven, 
which my Tex: ſpeaketh of, were ſeen at 
Jeruſalem, the Fews did interpret them as 
\g00d Omens to themſelyesz and as omi- 


-nous of Deſtruion to their Encmies. 


The Prodigies in Germany * were looked 
$4363 upon. by re Proteſt ants as 


. ** 74, Clark's. Sjons of Deliverance unto 


es | them, and of Deſtruion 
[7:2  totheir Enemies. Bur alas! 
the 


| 70'the World." $5 
the Event wis'quite otherwiſe, And let” _ 
5 rior mike our elves ſecnre, by ſaying 
orthinking, thatthe Lord by ſuch ſearful 
$72bts ſpeaks toothers oncly, and not untd 
us. ' As Veſpaſanthe Emperour, when 2 
there was a long hairy Comet 2 LON 
ſeen, he did bur deride at it, | \Z TeFane- 
and rake a Joke of it, ſay- - Pe: 
ing, That it concerned the- Parthiahs that 
wore long hair, and not him; Who was 
bald : but within a Year, Yeſpafiay him- 
ſelf { and not the Parthian } fyed. " Such 
fearful Sights are uſually Signs, that thoſe 
Judgements, which ate ( as" 7errullian: 
ibs) Ti onſurt' Damani generss, Goi's 
ſharp Razors on 'Mankind, whereby He 
doth poll; his Sythe, whereby: He dorfr 
ſhear down taultirudes of finfot Creatures; 
doe draw near : In which reſpeR; there is - 
ng doutbt to be. made of it, but that God © 
by this'Blazing-Far, is ſpenking to other © 
Places, arid nor to New: Entzland oncly; 
Andit may be, He is declaring ro thit fe- 
neratidn of hairy Sealps, who go on/itill 
io their Treſpaſſcs, thar the day of theit 
_ _ Ca Calamity 


I 009 


[Yes dts Sh 


as Heaven's Alivne | 
wity isat hand, and tharthe things which 
ſhal come upon them make haſte. Aſtrange 


Sight doth betoken ſtrange Puniſhment 


coming upon thoſe that have been prodi 
ious workers of Iniquity.' Yet letnot'bs 
promiſeto our ſelves nothing but Proſpe- 
rity in the dolefu! & the bitter Day, when 
there ſhall be Lamentation generally.” I 
am pcerſwaded, that the flogds of great 
water are coming. TI am perſwaded that 
God. is about.to open the windows 'of 
heaven, .and to pour down the Cataradts 
of-his Wrath, ere this Generation ( where- 
in Atheiſm, and Profaneneſs are come to 
fach a prodigious height )'I fay, ere' this 
Generation 1s, paſſed away. But whar 
 realon haye we torhink that no drops of 


\thefatal Storm ſhall come near to us? If | 


we ſo, conclude, we may provoke the 


| Lord to fay, Zhe Sinners of wy People ſhal | 


dhe by the Smord, who jay, The Evil ſhall 
. ot overtake us nor prevent uw, To be 
. awakened out of Security, and trembling- 
: Iy to wait for the good Pleaſure of God, 
whateycr-it may be, 'is the moſt likely 


waſp *. 
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_ To the World. 29 | 


way: to find Reſt in the day of Trouble« 
| Sq.did the Prophet find ir, 7746: 3. 16; 
| When 1 heard, my belly trembltd, my lips 
quivered, I trembled in my ſelf, that T might 
reſt. in.the Day of Trouble, When the 
thondring voice of Judgement was heard, 
his heart ire mbled ar it, ſo did he find Reft 
in the Day ot Trouble. | | 


| 
| 
| 2. .7Ths ſhould put us upon preparing for 4 
c | «another Day of Trouble. And this ſhould \Þ 
; | wedo the rather, fince rhe, Changes por- { 
. | tended by this Comet, are like to cone 
o | Peedily as well as certaialy. Foſeph (aid 
s | tO Pharaoh, For that the Dream'ss doubled, 
rt] 7 6 vine the thing ts eſtabliſhed by God, 
f | God wit => bring it to paſs,Gen. 41.52 
f | Doth not the doubled Appearapce of this 
-Fearful Sight in the heayens- ſpeak as 
much? .. Let iis then. prepare 'for 'Trou- 
ble; ' We ſhould inot onely expet irs but 
«| ſoexpeR ir, as to prepare for it.  Cer- 
| $ainly. we have reaſon ſo todo. If there 
dj 'Nad been no Blazing-ſtar, yer upon other 
1y| accounts, .we have” cauſe-to expect and 
to C3 prepare 


; * Fleaven's \Allirms 
wepare for another Dey of Trouble, which 
ENGEL AND, and upon:thiee,, O BO- 


us; are ſirer and blacker Signs of Judge- 
ment, than any S1gns in heaven, that we 
may think of.” I ſay-the Sins, the Pride, 
the Profaneneſs, the Worldlineſs, the genes 
ral Se:writy and 7aiquity that 'preyaileth 
amongſt us. Eſpecially conſidering how 
litrle good all former Judgements and 
Diſpenſations have-done upon.us, What 


mongeſt us? The Lord hath been roaring 
our of Scone: - Such roaring Fudgements 
have been/amongſt us, as that the Report 
of them hath. been heard afar off. - Sword, 
-Death, and-Fire. Bur ( alaſs\-O :Lord 
:God ) may-itnot be ſaid concerning: the 
3 -gencrality of -mecn,. 'They return not 10 
b Him that hath been-ſmiting of! them? 
|  _ -Fhey are the ſame fince the War, Aince 
-the Small-Pox, ſince the. Fires, thatithey 
«were before.; Ah!-whatwillcomenext? 


OUI 


STON!* The Sins which are amongft 


Fiery Deſolations bath the Lord made 4- 


' Wethaye cauſe toexpeR, and ir-yvill-be] + 


Dot: game, yet it yvill be vviſdom to pre- 


*. «To the Wold: 
We © 


our vviſdom to prepare for 4nether Day-off 
Trouble (even times greater than the for+ 
mer. TItgrieveth me to.ſpeak thusz bur 1 
cannot forbear. I feel that the Word 'of 
the Lord is.like a fire in a. mans, bones, 
and it will. break .out. . The Lord God 
hath ſpoken, who can but propheſy? And 
now:knony for certain, that if deſtroying 
Judgements and: Death overtake. any. in 
their Sins, and ſweep them avyay to Hell, 
their blood ſhall be upon their own. heads. 
Far the. Lord bath fired his Beacon in the 
heavens, 'among the. Stars of God there x 
the, Fearful, Sight is not yet gut. of light, 
The. Warning-picce in, heaven. is, going 
off, now then, if. the Lord diſcharge. his 
Murdering-pteces from on high, and men 
be. found in. their Sins, unfit for. Death, 
their blood (ball -be upon, them... -- They 
had. Warning given them that the. Sword 
was.a coming; Lo, the:Lord himſelf gave 
them the warning 3. but. they would: not 


take-vyarning, their blood: ſhall be. upon 


them, .. Morcqyer, if. Troubles ſhould 


C 4 pare 


J£ P. x 1/ 
pare for:+hent. /Ifthe Lord, -after! Hee 
hath 'fſenthis Ahgebro Rindwicha draiog 
Stord over Femſules thould be enmea- 
ed ro ſpareus, yer it willnevet do us\frore 
Amidion'thar may light opon us, vyhilft 


- 


inthis Valc'of Tears vo it = | 
.© 3» Hefbonld do what bus yes 10'divert 
thoſe res 11 ; which ſeem to. be impen-: 
word' of Comfort, I may fafcly ſpeak; 
The Loyd's Threatenings 'are not abſolute x 
bat conditional. © So faras we intheſe ends 
of the Earth, theſe' goings down of the 
Sun, are ſpokenunto, by this Sign in the 
heavens, it is poſſible we' may clcapt-the 
Evils threatened thereby, if we | ducly 
hearken to the Voice of God therein; 
7 by. 18. 7; o% At whattime'7(; ak COnceys 
ning a Nation's concerning a #ingdome;to 
pluck up, and'tapull down; and iv arftroyit : 
if that Nativs againſt whom'7 have pro- 
nounced, turn'fromtheir Evil, [will repent 
of the Evil that T thouzht: to doe unto them.” 


So'that W en deſolating' Judgements are 


wn A þ Cn Wy ©. 


threatned, 


Me Wold 3 
thieatned; cither by the, Word,\orby the; 
tions of Wrath-afc not abſelate;>bot rondi- 
rropali;: If Repenitance intervene; the! E>: 
vils-which orherwiſe muſt be ſooked-for, 
may be divened.;;' See therefore Fer.'3& 

| 3, 7. It may be the havſe of Judah will hear. 
alttht Bwil-wvich-{ purpoſe 10'\do'unto' them, 
that they may rel 1 0ery 114m from hs evil 
way, Ay, a-general Repenrance: is that. 
which will do, if every man tutn from his 
evil'way; that 7may forgive their Iniquity. 
amd their ſin, "Tt 'may be thiy'mill preſent 
* | thiir' Supplication tefore the' Lord,” &c.- 
" | This is that which the Lord would haves 
* | therefore He ſaith, Fle ftiruprthe ſpirirof 
my Minifters and Ambaſſadors, thar rhey* 
ſhall-declare and denounce my Jndge-" 
ments2gaiufta ſinful Generation: 7s may' 
| bethey will bear... And Vie ſpeak by awful 
Signs from: heaven, that may be as Hes 
ranlds toprockim Wrath and\lWo to the 
World, 1/14 be they will. hear, and then 
fhallirheir-fins be: forgiven. © You will 
fay, But what ſhall we ae; that ſothe Judge- 
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3+  Hduth's\Alim * 
ments whish are;blazing.overue,; may be dt- 
verted from} - Anſme Pray, and cry. 
mightily to: Heaven. - For this, let every. 
one that. is godly, pray.unto the Lord;in a 
time wherein-He may be found, and, be- 
fore theFlogds of great waters come nigh. 
unto/us. Qur 'Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, having 
warned his Diſciples of approaching Ca- 
lamityes,, He concludeth yvith an Exhor- 
tation unto Prayer, Luk, 21 36- Pray at- 
Wayes, that:you may be accounted worthy 10 
eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs. 
Prayer may.do much toward the averting. 
of wrathful Judgenients: and Deſolations. 
When the, Lord threatned to bring Famin 
and Deſtruction upon his, People, Amos 
fcllto praying and God ſaid,. This ſhall 
n6t.ve, this Judgement and.threatncd de- 
ſolation ſhall not be. Amos 7. 3, 6.0 
then, let us deprecate impending Judge- 
ments.. Do. vve ſee the Sword blazine 
oyer.us?. Let it. put us upon cryingto, 
God, that that, Judgement may. be diyer- 
ted,, and not return upon, us 2gain ſo ſpec- 
dily... 'Doy Ve. lce the Ar ows. of og 
ng | | Ence 


$1 


wether mW 

lence-and Death blazing. over us?-1Oh%: 
Pray that rhe'deſtroying Angel-may:no+ 
be (ent to vyalk in darkneſs, and to vyaſte 
at noon'day. - Doth God threaten our 
very Heayens?  O, pray unto Him; thar 
. He vvould not take' away Stars. and ſend 
Comets to-incceed them. Pray: that the 
Lord Jeſus, vyho holds the Stars in His 
right Hand, may..continue thoſe-in the 
Firmament of bis. Churches (.the- Heaven 
vvhich his own Hand hath planted ) who 
are indeed. Stays, vuilling! to impart.the 


"I. _- 4 
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| | rforetbedecrergie cy rthe Judgement written 
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ns. Alum 
anidhrearned; ering forth; before the free 
er of the Dord' come upon you, before 1he 
day of the T'ord's anger\come upon 10u;--ſetk 
tht Lord Jt may be ryou ſhall be. hid. mn 
the day of the Lord's: anger. + Thus then 
thould wo in this:dayy wvhen-there are 
fich dark '& angry Clouds hanging over 
our heads; and vveknownort how ſoon 
they may break upon vs. ' And truly, if 
otir LeFures, were, ſome of them, turned 
to dayes of Prayey, ar ſuch a time as-this, 
| 15 no more than vyhat there is cauſe: for. 

_ Andthere is one thing more, that- ſhould 
1n'ſpecial beremembred 'by-usz a-thing 
*that hath'been much talk'd of 'but: lite 
*Hath been'done in it,'that-is, Reformation! 
"Reformation! When the Prophet Foxa/ 
wvas ſentof God to preach and ſay, 'Tet 
Forty dayes, and Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed : 
*that was amore awful Sign of Deſolation, 
|- *thanifthey had ſcen/a-Blazingar hang- 
| Ang over the City,” menacing-rthe-Ruine 
thereof + Yer vyhen they-repented;:and 
"#eformied (though ir yyas bur an external 
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forty years longer. ; 'Ah! New- AEL4) 
W:thonnocdomorethan Minn & 
there nor be ſounuchas an external.Refar- 
mation of thoſe:things: that provoke; the 
glorious Eyes of: Heaven? . |. WH. not 
the haughty Daughters: of Sion, reform 
" | their Pride in Apparel? - Will they haye 
| | the Attire of an Harlot? Will they lay 
" | outtheir Hair, and wear their falſe Locks, 
| | their Borders, and Towers like, Comets, 
\ | about their heads? Will they do ſo, uns 
| | till God ſend his Arrows from Heayen, 
| to ſmitethem down into the Grave,where 
\ | the dayes of Darkneſs ſhall be many ? 
| | And ſhall there be ſtill ſuch a multitude of 
Licenſed Drinking Houſes ( and Town- 
.dwellers frequenting them ) tothe Shame 
of Boop, and ro the Infamy; of New- 
England; notwithſtanding the Teſtimony 
which God, and his Servants bave-giyen 
againſt it? How then ſhall we think to 
eſcape in the Day of the Lord's Anger ; if 
a Refo rmation, ſo much as in theſe Exter- 
mals, which it is ſo caſy to reform, will not 
be obtained? 1 O Return, Return who 
(720 the 


THetven's Alarhs 
the Lord. "And in that\ way let 'T berake 
- our [elyes wito rhe ſhady 
the Eord Feſvs !' Do we! 
gto us, as ſGfnerimes' unto*Ferkſa- 
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lem, him often would I have gathered thee, 
xs an Hen her Chickens #ndey her wings. 
Saith rhe Lord, The Roma? Eagles, thoſe 
birds of prey; are haſtening upon you : 
Bur if* you would' have come under 
My Wings, you ſhould Have been ſafe 
enovgh:  Eyen fo, doth notthe Lord ſay, 


norknow that the birds of prey are de- 
fegning ro deyour thee? But my'Wings 
are broad enough to ſecure and- ſhelter 
thee, wherithe black and ſtormy tempeſt 
ſhalfbreak upon the World. If yye be 
found'a praying, an humble; a reforming 
People, 'vvee necd not doubr 'þur that 
Under the thadow of Hu Wings, we hall 
make our Refuge, wml the Calamity be 


9s 
- This 


Wk» > 25; z 
| - . PS 
: . 
= 
- 


Wings of \ 


not hear Him” 


,#1Mar. Al 37. 0 Jeriifalem;, Jernſa- 


O New England! | New England! doſt thou 
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Diſcourſed of, 


IN A 


SERMON 


Jfreached at the Letfure of Boſton #1 
News "England 


eAvpuſt, 21. 1692, 


Wherein is ſhewed, that the Voice of 

God in Signal Providences, eſpecially 

#hen repeated and TIrerated, ought to be. 
Hearkned unto. 


By INCRE ASE MATHER.. 


cw el. neat ——_— ———— 


Job, 36. 24, 25: geniuber that hos magnify bis work, 
| mbich men bebold, Every man may ſee it, man may 
bebold it afar off- 
IU Pfal, 28. «. Becauſe they regard mt the Works of the 
LORD, nor the Operation of bis bands, He ſnall de 
tbem, and not buz{d them up « 
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AU Ap 
VOICE « GOD 
IN SIGNAL 
PROVIDENCES 


 Oughtco be hearkned unto, 


EXOD.4 8, Andit hut comne to 106 that 
if © will not believe thee, neither 
hearken tothe Voice of the firſt Signs 


then they will believe the Voice of ht 
Latter Sign, , 


IN the preceding Chaprer, we have 
an Account of Moſes his bog 
ſent to the children of 1/p4el, | 
order to theit Deliverance out 6f- 
_—_— FEgypt: As alſo of his ſenſe 6f 
the Difficulty of that. Undertalting 
YHOWe by did entreat the Lotd; that 


{ors 


2 TheYeiceofGlin fignd Provides | 


ſome other Perſon might rather be im- 
ployed therein. A man may poſlibly 
be called of God anto ſpecial Service a- 
mong his People, and yet find a preſent 
averlencſs and unwillingnefs in his own 
ſpirit, thereunto. Moſes was at firſt very 
unwilling to ingage in that difficult work, 
whichthe Lord put him upon and therc- 
fore he made diverſe ObjeRions, which, 
untill God himſelf anſwered them, he 
could not be perſwaded to comply there- 
with. His tirft ObjeRion was from the 
confideration of his own perſonal Unfit- 
neſs for ſuch a Service. That Excuſe is 
obyiated and removed in the former 
Chapter. Moſes his ſecond Objection 
was, that the children of 7ſrael would nor 
believe rhat God had ſent him to them 
upon ſuch an Errand. : In the firſt Verſe 
of this Chapter. 7hey will not believe me: 
tor hearken to my Voice : for they will ſay, 
The Lord hath not appeared unto thee. The 
Lord was gracioully pleaſed to conde- 
ſcend to an{wer this Objection alſo; and 
that in a miraculous way. And therein 
vycc 


we have 1, The Miracles that were done, 
Whileſt Moſes was yet. in the Deſert, 
yvhere God appeared to him, there vyere 
two Miracles yyroughit before his Eyes, to 
confirm .& encourage him in his Calliog- 


$7 


Art this Time Moſes was keeping the flock 
of Fethro his Father in Law: And as 
Shepherds vvere vvont to carry a Rod or 
Paſtoral Staff .in their hands, vyhereby 
they did dire& and govern their Sheep 
( in alluſion unto vyhich Cuftome; David 
in one of the Pſalms, having (aid, The 
Lordis my Shepherd, adds, Let his Rod 
abd his Staff comfort me) thus Moſes had 
his Shepherd's Rod in his hand, vvyhich ar 
the Word of the Lord, | hee caft on the 
ground; arid it became a Serpent: and 
vyhen the Lord ſaid unto him, Pur forth 
thy harid, and-rake it by the tail, he did fo 


and it became a Rad again, V. 2, 3, 4» 


In thoſe Miracles, yvyhich the Scripture 
ſpeaks of, there vvas many timesan And- 
lzy to be obſerved, between the'Miracle; 
and the thing adumbrated thereby. And 


 fothere vvas inthis Miracle. Tt welook 


D z upon 


a a ""R O40 
” 


'_ -  "Ought to be Hearkned unto, 3 © 


& The Yoicevf God in ſignal Providences 


upon the paſt; preſent, and future ſtate of 
the children of 1{/ael, it vvas not unkitly 
repreſented by this Sign, For the chil- 
dren of Ia 6 in the dayes of Foſeph, 
yvere like unto a Rod, in 

5 Lyranus #® reſpe&t of Liberty and 
x 12. omm Power: But after his 
rum, Serpentem, Death, they vycre calt to 
re Jner. the ground, and became 
pretantur, as vile and odious as Ser- 
pents, to the Afgyptians. 

Thus the Rod vyas turned into a Serpent. 
Moreover, the children of 1ſael, vvere 
by the hand of Moſes brought out of a vile 
and abject Condition, into a ſtate of Li- 
berty _ Power. Thus vyas the Serpent 
turned intoa Red. again. And this yyas 
_ the frſt Sigy, The Second vyas that of 
Moſes's Hand becoming leprous ; and all 
on a ſudden reftored again. Verſe. 6, 7. 
This vyas every vvay miraculous. For 
the Diſegſe of the Leproſy is not cured {o 
ſuddenly, vvithout a Miracle, Thus 
Moſes, c vohe like a leprous perſon, vvas 
e Rivet jn Jocum. A log time excluded 
ESE from 


S hs 
Ought to be Hearkned unto, 5 
from the Society of the Lord's People, 
being baniſhed into a Wilderneſs, conti- 
nued like a man half dead and buried in a 
deſert Land, all on a ſudden is revived and 
turned into another man, being ſent an 
Ambaſſador from the God of Heaven 
unto his People in Fgypr, 2. Wee haye 
here expreſſed, that which yvas the pro- 
per Deſign and Intendment of theſe Mi- 
racles ; viz. that ſo the People, in whoſe 
fight they ſhould afterwards be done, 
might be induced to belieye the Word of 
God ſpoken by Moſes. V. 5. For which 
canſe there muſt be one ſtrange Sign after 
another. The Verſe before us to conft- 
der of, ſpeaks of two : and the next Verſe 
menrions a third. And although the- 
Lord does hear expreſs himſelf conditio- 
aally, ſaying © If ] they will not hear- 
ken to the voice of the firſt Sign, then 
they will believe the- voice of the latter 
Sign, &c. The meaning is not, as though 
the Omnilſcient God did not know whe- 
ther one Sign would nor effet that which 
was the proper end thereof, or no: Bur 
\ D 3 the 
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the Lord is pleaſed *to ſpeak after the 
manner of Men; who if one Attempt 
fail, rhey1 try another, and then ano- 
ther, anda third after that, untill at laſt 
they have what they ayme ar. So ( ſaith 
God to Moſes ) Fle pive thee power to 
fork Miracle upon Miracle, untill at laſt 
* end of all be accompliſhed. The 
words imply, that it was a Duty to hear- 
ken to God's Voice in One Sign; much 
more in 4/verſe. And that the children 
of Tjracl ſhould hear the Lord's Voice 
therein 3 and that the Fgyprians riot hear- 
Kening thercunto, would be left the more 
1nexcuſable. 's 
. The DoAtrine which the words afford 
UNtO Us, is, L- OH 


That men ought to Heay the Voice of | 


_ God. in Signal Providences, eſpecially when 


repeated and Iterated, . 


There are three things which may be 


_ enquired into, 'for the clearing of this 
Doctrine, 1- What fignal Providences 


are 


Onght 10 be Hearkned unto. +7 _ © 


arethey the Voice whereof ought to be 
hearkned unto? 2. When men may be 
ſaid to Hear the Lord's Voice therein ? 
3. The Reaſons why they ſhould do thus. 
Q 1. What Signal Providences ave 
they. the Voice whereof ſhould be Hearkned 
g13:02 What Works of God are we to 
look upon as Signal? Ax. Ingeneral, 
d the more Eminent Works of God are * 
called Signs in 


ug wang ogy 
CIA. quacu L0ne, nent 

Such Provi- ſcuntur Signs; gut quia prafens 

dences as doe quid ſcenam,, & tanquam erell 


Signare, h. & gras Divine ans rj 
declare & fig- quia future Dei Opera, & rerum 
nify fome- — Frm ef, von 
_ co PT" "OY 
| dinary, either | 
f | as Preſent, or Future, Such Divine 
z | "Works, as are ina ſpecial manner Exſigns 
of the Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Good-. 
neſs, Glory of the Creator. Or that do 
e | fignify the Accompliſhment of ſome emi- 
s | nent Work of God to be near at hand. 
More particularly. 


. 


- I, There are Miraculous Signs. ' 'Thi 
words betore us have ſpecial reference uns 
to ſuch Sizns, A Miracle is an Extraot- 


dinary Providence, e It is a Work of 


God aboye the conſtituted Order of Na- 
ture» And therefore the Great God, 
and He onely, is the Author of a true Mi- 
racle. He alone doth Wonders: 76s 
136:4+ Such Works of God are called 
Sens in the Scripture. Thus ſome f 

+... - judicious Expoſitors in» 
e Ames, ro &. terpret thoſe Words, 
I Cape 9: TR ph. 74-9, Fe fe not 
.(f) Sie Vatablus, op Signs, as nontying 
awwart 3 a the Kerri. . 
well as the Ordinary ſtated Signs of God's 
Prelence. As if the Lords People 
ſhould there ' ſpeak afrer the fame 
- manner as Gideon once did ( Fade, 6. 
13.) Where are all the Miracles, which 
. Our Fathers told us ef? We ſee nat our 


Signs, we ſte nor theſe Miracles, which. 


in the dayes of our Fathers were ſeen, The 
Lorg.doth nor appear in that miraculqus 
Way for out Deliyerance, as He "7 far 

| OR, _ thetth 
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them. However, it is certain, that in 
| many other Scriptures Miracles are called 
Signs. Mar. 16.17. AG. 4.30, For 
they are certain S;gzs of God's powerful 
preſence with them, by whoſe hands they 
are wrought. & that therefore they are ſent 
of God. The Miracles done by. Meſes, 


were Signs that God ſent him, and was 
with him. When John Baptiſt. ſent his 


Diſciples ( not that he doubted thereof, 


onely that their Faith might be confir» 


med ) to Chriſt, to enquire whether he 


was indeed the true MeſSiah, or noy the 
Lord Chriſt to convince them of ity told 


them what Miracles were wrought by 
Him. Thoſe Miracles were Signs, Ar® 


guments, Demonſtrations from Heaven, 


that Chriſt was. as He profeſſed himſelfro 


be, the Son of God, and Saviour of the 


World. And the Miracles which the 


Lord wrought by the Apoſtles, were 


Signs of the powerful Preſence of God 

with them, and that the Doctrine which 

they Hah, was from Heaven, "_l 
Za Th 
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ere are Portentous Signs, Such 


Yo The YoreofGodin ſignal Providences 

; _ as wecall Prodigies, which are Intimati- 
ons and Signs either of the Mercy, or of | 
the Wrath of Heaven toward the children 


t 
F of Mcn. - The Plagues of Egypt were of | þ 
4 a prodigious nature. When Water was | < 
wurned into Blood, it was a prodigious || ; 
Sign that the Egyptians, for their bloody | | 
Crucky in murdering the Male 1ſ-aelitifh | ; 
Infants, ſhould themſelves dye and periſh | | 
inthe Waters. There were prodigious | 
 Thunders, and ſtorms of Fire and Haile, | * 
and prodigious Darkneſs throughout the | 


Land; anda ſudden prodigious multipli- 
cation of noxious Oreatures, deſtroying 
the Fruits of the Earth : All which ftraxge 
Providences were Signs portending the 
deſtruction of Egypr, and the ſalyation of 
Iſrael. There are indeed ſome prodigi- 
ous Signs, which are alſo Miracles ; many 
of thoſe in Egypt, were lo There are 
other portentous Signs, which are not 
Miracles properly ; but ſtrange Workes 
of Providence. Such as Blazingſtars, and 
ſtrange Apparitions on the Earth, or in 
the heavens, There were Fearful Sizhts 

F RET TAGS "E" 


and great Signs from heaven, portending 


| to the Jewifh Nation, as I have formerly 
had occafion to ſhew from Zuk. 21. 11. 
Signs of this nature, are ſometimes called 
Tokens inxhe Scripture, becauſe they uſe 
to berokey ſome eminent Work of God, 
and great Changes as near at hand. Pſal. 
135-9- Sometimes- they are called 
Wordeys, for that they uſe to cauſe great 
, | VVenderment and Admiration to be a- 
* | mongft Mortals on the Earth. &c. Act. 
| 2. 19,20. 1 will ſhew Wonders in heaven 
| above, and Signs in the earth beneath: blood 
' | and fire and vapour of ſmoak. The ſun [ball 
' | be turned into darkneſs, and the moon into 
blood, before the great and notable day of the 
| Lord come, Prodigies 2 are oftentimes 
Signs portending ſome 
Orcat and notable Day of g Legantue Pets 
the Lord to beat hand, ©<7"s 4 Divina- 
Pp 1:0ne, @ Lycoſthe- 
Zo There are ſignal nes de Prodigijs, 
Mercyes of God. Emi- 
nent Mercyes and Deliverances are fig- 
nal Pcovidences. Providenccrs that arc 
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| che Deſtruction of Jersſalem, and Ruine 


"12 The VoiceofGodin final Providences 


by way of eminency called marweilous'ls- 


Gor 


children of meng and He is then ſaid to 
do great things for them, He beſtoweth 
ſuch Mercyes en them, as that themſelves 
who are the ſubje&s thereof, cannot but 
vyonder at. He maketh them to marvel 
at his Goodneſs. Zech. 8. 6. fit be mar- 
 weilows in your eyes. Yea, and others that 
ſee or hear thereof, to yyvonder allo. 
When the grear ones of the Earth beheld 
vyhat God had done for his Servants of 
| old, they [aw it apd marvuelicd. Plal. 48. 
5+ Such Mercyes are figual. For they 
argue the great'and admirable Goodneſs 
Q | 


Gedy and are ſometimes Signs of Di- 


vine Fayour towards them that are the 
{ubjects of them, Hence David ſpeaks 
as Pal. 86, 17. Shew me a 7oken { or a 
Sign + the ZZebrew word there is the ſame 
with that in my Text ) & for good, that 


they that hate me may ſee. He prayeth 


that the Lord would ſave him out of his 
b Ravanelli 23jeth, ſace. in vero Signum, 


Y 


kindneſs. Pſal. 19, 79. Sometimes | 
1s exttaorcinarily gracious to the 


preſent 


wt OIL ONES - ek: a. a. 


| Affictions in ſuch an eminent vyay, as 
| that his Enemyes might by ſuch a brighr 


- | $i2z of God's Fayour to David, be con» 


vinced thereof, and be aſhamed of their 
Enmity againſt him, whom the God of 
Heaven did manifeſt peculiar Love unto, 
The Lord's own People are many times 
the ſubjects of ſignal Mercyes and Salyati- 
ons. When they are brought into ſuch 
ſtraits and Difficulties, as that they can-= 
not help themſelves, and there is none elſe 
to deliver them, now God ſteps in, and b 
his Wonder-working Providence ſayet 
them. When the children of 1ſrae! were 
made Slayes inthe Land of Egypt, there 
was little hope that they ſhould eyer 
be delivered: bur God by vyonderfull 
Providences brought ir to paſs. And their 
deliverance out of Babylon, was a greater 
Work than that, Fer, 36.14, 15, Fort 
the Emperour of Babylon was a more po=« 
rent Oppreſſor than Pharaoh, The Oyer- 
throw of the Babylonian Empire was inore 
unlikely than the ruine of the Kingdom of 
| F2ypt; yet God by (ignal Proyidences 
brought. 
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brought it about, in Mercy to his People! 
Such Providenecs are Signs of God's (pe- 
cial Care of his Church io the World, 

. 4+ There are fignal Judgements: 
Wonderfull Plagaes, as the Scripture-ex- 
preſſion is. Deut. 28. 58. Such Judge- 
ments. as one may plainly ſee the Finger 
of Godin them. The great Perſecutors 


and Oppreſlors of his People, are often- 


' times (mitren in ſuch a way, as that ir is 
manifeſt that God hath done it. They are 
ſohigh, as that men cannot-come at them, 
butcherefore the Lord removerh them by 
inviſible ſtrokes of his Hand, or of ſome 
Angel, whom He (ends from Heaven for 
that purpoſe; as it was with Zerod, and 
with Sexacherib's Hoſt. Sometimes men 
are viſited with rare and Unuſual Judge- 
ments. There are Prodigies of Fudgement 
falling down from Heaven upon the fin- 
full children of men. Theſe are expreſſed 


inthe Scripture, by that of an Owerflowing 


Scourge. Iſai. 28.18, A Judgement thac 
doth not keep within ordinary Banks and 
bounds, is an Qyciflowing Scourge. © As 

when 


&- 


» 3g 
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Landy at 


niſh theWorld. TheDukes of Edom were 


Seeks to be Zeaknnd ar rp 
when ſudden deſtruion cometh and that 


upon many art once. When Pharaoh and 
his Hoſt, were all drowned inthe Red Sea, 
it was a fignal Judgement. The Lord 


ſhewed rhe Greatneſs of his Excellency, in 


overthrowing them that cole up againſt 
Him, It was ſuch a Judgment as did aſto- 


amazed at it, Trembling took hold on 
the mighty Men of Moab, and all rhe In- 
habitants of Canaan did cen melt away at 
the Report of what was done. Whenthe 
Flood came upon the Old V Vorld, and 
thouſands of Millions of finful Creatuxes 
periſhed rogerher, ir vvas a ſignal Judge- 
ment. And when Fire ( which ulſeth to 
fly upward ) contrary to its nature, fell 
down in ſtreams and ſhowers upon the $9- 
domites, to puniſh them for their Unnatu- 
ral Abominations, when 
Ancients ſpeaks ) Zell was rained down 
out:.of Heaven upon thoſe worſe thanhel- 
liſh.Sinners, .it vvas a fignal Judgement. 
And indeed, all publick and general Ca- 
lamitics, may be called ſignal; becaute 
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they are Signs of the mighty Power, and of the” great 
Wrath of the Holy God, _ . TOW. af 
We come now tothe ſecond Enquiry, yiz, When 


men may oy to Hear the Poice of God in ſognal Provi- | 


dences ? Anſw. 1, 'VVhen they are thereby brovght 
to believe his VVord. The Lord's ufual method is, 
firſt to ſpeak to-men by his Word, and if that taketh 
place, well and good ; but if his Word be not regars 
ed, then He ſpeaks by fgnal Providences, one after 
another, . The ſpecial Defign of ſuch ſolemn works of 
God, is to confirm his Word, When' the Lord wrought 
fuch Signs in the Land of FZgypt, it was ( as hath been 
intimated ) that People, both 1ſraelites and Egyptians, 
mgue be induced to believe the word: which Meſes 
ſpake in the Name of the Lord. - The Scripture ſpeg- 
keth of the Sign of the prophet Fonab, becauſe 4 Fo» 
| aah's miraculous Deliverance out of 
j} Ravanellus the Whale's belly, was to be a Sign 
ubi ſupre, to the Ninevites, "that God had ſent 
vg him, As in the Antitype, when 
Chriſt was raiſed out of the Grave, that was a Sign 
that He was no Impoſtor, as the wicked Femws blaſphe- 
mouſly called Him ; but the true Meſſiah ſent of God, 
The Gift of working Miracles in the Primitive Times, 
was that ſo men might believe the Goſpel. Signal 
Mercyesare beſtowed upon men, that ſo they might 
believe the Truth of his Promiſes ; and fignal Judge- 
ments, that fo they. might believe bis Threatenings. 
Yea, and when there is a porzentoss Sign appearing in 
the heavens, it is, that ſo men might believe-the, 
Word of God. Therefore when they do thus, they 
may be ſaid to Hear the Voice of Gvd in ſuch ſignal 
Providences. Ee Wl 420 
2; When menare by ſuch ſignal Proyidences awas 
kened to Feat that God, who ſpeaketh to ther there= 
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. , Ought t6 be Hearkned 'antd; i ; 


ahd thereby; they may be faid tohear his Voice theres 


n, Signal Mercyes call upon men to. fear the Lord 


& his Geodnels ; Signal Judgeniens call upon them to 
fear the Lord and his Greatneſs. Yea, ſuppoſing 
theſe Judgements to be upon others onely, not for the 
preſent amongſt our ſelves, we ſhould be awakened 
greatly, to fear that God, whoſe Narae is dreadful in 
all the Earth, When the Lord cut off the Nations 
round about, and made their Towers deſolate, He-ſaid 
of Jeruſalem, Surely they will Fear me, Zeph, 3. 7, 
They that pour out the Vials full of Plagues upon the 
Antichriftian world, ſay, Great and marveilous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty, Who would not Fear thee? 
&C, Rev. 15. 2, 4, God brings marveilous Judges 
ments on his Enemyes ; and bzſtows marveilous Salya- 
tions on his People; all thas h-ar thereof, ſhould learti 
to Fear Him, And the like is to be affirmed with re- 
ipeRto portentous Signs in the Heaven. For ſich 4 
Sign deth,-as tis ſaid in the Revelation concerning, the 
Angel which flew through the mid{t of heaven, Ch. 14. 
V.7. He ſaid with a loud veice, Fear God and give glory 
w Him, for the hour of bs Fud gement is Come, S0 doth 
ſuch a Sign in heaven ( efpecialiy if it be not a firlt; 
but a Latter Sign ) cry with a loud voice, that all the 
World may hear, Fear God, and give glory to Him, for 
the bour of bis Fudgement js near at hand. And therefore 
they that are thereby awakened to fear Him, may tru- 
Iy be ſaid ro Hear bis Poice in ſuch fignal Diſpenſations 
of his Providence towards men here below. , As that 
great Emperour 4, who when there was a Blazingſtar 
7 nity appearing, and ſome told him 
k Tudgovicus 1, Cas hefſhould not be afraid, becaule 
roi Maent filius, the Scripture ſaith, Be #108 diſe 
mayed at the Signs of Heaven ; 
replyed, but 7: becomes us 10 fear that God, who bath 
E mane 
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made ths. Sign in the heavens, and to ad- 


mire his Goodneſs, in that he giveth us war 
ning before He ſmiteth us. 


3- When men practiſe according to 
what the Lord calls for, they may be ſaid 
to Hear his Voice, in his Signal and 


Solemn Diſpenſations. To ear, in 


Scripture-language, is to Obey. Ifa. 55. 
3. Hear ( 1. e. obey ) and your Souls 
ſnall live. And when God doth ſo often 
. promiſe Mercy unto thoſe that hearken 
to. his Commandments ; ſuch as yield 
Obedience thereunto, are intended. The 
children of Jſrae! did hear the voice of 
thoſe 'Signs the Text ſpeaks of, when 
they obeyed the Lord's Call, in departing 
out of Egypt, as Hee commanded them. 
God requires men to forſake the ways of 
Sin; and to walk in contrary ways of Ho- 


lineſs, and new Obedience before Hime | 


Now if they ſhall by any ſignal Providen- 
ces be prevailed upon (o to do, then do 
they hear the Lord's voice therein, | 
Qu. 3 But why ſhould men thus Hear the 
 Piice of Signal Providences? Ap. T (hall 


mention 


by 7 


"V2 


Ac 


mention only one Reaſoy, and that ſhall 
be from the Conſideration of the Antho- 
rity aud Greatneſs of Him that ſpeaketh in, 
nd by ſuch Providences. It is the LORD, 


the MIGHTT GOD. that is then cal- 


ling upon the SpeFators, or Subjects of 
ſuch Works of his. As for his Power of 
Might, itis Infinite, He is able as eafily 
to deſtroy men, as to ſpeak to them, He 
that by a word's ſpeaking, made the 
World, is able by the breath of his Mouth 
to annihilate any Creature, Therefore 
they are highly concerned tro Hear wher 
and what He ſpeaketh tothem. And as 
for his Power of Amthority, it is Univer- 
ſal, and Abſolute. Divine Teſtimony 
ought to be received on that ſole account 
of the Authority of the Speaker- Hence 
often in the Scripture, it is ſaid, ZZear the 


Word of the LORD, and Thus ſaith the 


LORD -: intimating, that becauſe of the 
Authority of the Speaker, men have inft- 
nite Reaſon to Hear and Fear, and to 
Believe and Obey. 


| Uſe, 1: By w:y of InſtreQion, 1, ZZence 
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great is their Sin, who acſpiſe, or diſregard 


the Signal Workes of God. When the 


Lord ſpeaketh to men by ſignal Eminent 


Mercyes, but they will not hearken to his 
Voice therein, their Evil is great. When 
they are not thereby Jed unto Repentance, 
and to love and ferve the God of their 
Mercyes, and Deliverances, Such have 
no reaſon to expect other, but that God 
will change the tenor of his Diſpenſations 
towards them s yea, that He will do them 
hurr, after he hath done them good. Foſh, 
24. 20, and that they ſhall become 
as eminent Examples for Judgement, as 


ever they were for Mercy. Ton onely 


have I known of all the families of the earth, 
therefore I will puniſh you for all your iniqui- 
ties. Amos, 3.2. Orwhen God ſpeaks 


to a P:ople by ſignal Judgements, one af- 


ter another : by ftrange Puniſhments ; by 
Unuſual Rebukes of his Providence : For 


them not to hear, nor regard the Voice of | 


the Lord therein, 1s great Iniquiy, It ar- 
oveth deſperate hardneſs of heart, Were 
nor mens hearts exceeding hard s {hou}d 
God 
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| God but {peak to them by his ord, they 
© | would immediatcly fall down before it, as 
t\ tender-hearted Foftah did : But then, if 
S 

1 


He ſpeaks by ſignal and diſmal 4ffidions, 

and that in an iterated way, a Fir#, and 
2 | « Latter Sigy of his Diſpleaſure; in caſe 
F | men will not zow hear and obcy, their 
- | hearts are like Leviathan's, as hard as 4 
d | fone, and firmer than 4 piece ofthe nether 
millſione, Nay, it is many times ablack 
Sign of that Hardneſs of heart, which is 
a fearful Conſequent of eternal Reproba- 
tion. For was It not thus with the Repros« 
2 | bate heart of Pharaoh? One awful Sign 
] | of God's Diſpleaſure came upon him, and 
he regarded it notz and then another, 
weither did he fet his heart unto this alſo. = 
5 | And when God ſpeaketh ro men by 
portentous Signs in the heayen , by a frſ6 


and a Latter Sign, then for them to diſre- 
T | gard it, or to make light of ir, is a great 
f | Sin. Mind, T pray you, what the Scri- 
i- | pture ſaith, Fob. 36. 24, 25. Remember 
Ic} #hat thou maznifie his Work, which men be- 
s bola, Every man may ſee it, men may be- 


E 3 hold 
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bold it afar off. So it is when there is a 
Sign blazing amongſt theStars of heaven, 
every man ſceth it, they behold ir afar offs, 
now they ought not to deſpiſe ; but to?|' 
m?gnifie ſuch Works of God. And as for 
thole that do profanely contemn ſuch 
fGignal Works of the moſt High, there is 
an awful Scripture, the Confideration 
whereof may ſtrike Cold to their hearts ; 
I mean thar in the 28:4 Pfalm, the 5h V. | 
where it is ſaid; Becanſe they rezard not | 
the Workes of the Lord, nor the Operation 
of his hands, He ſhall acſtroy them, and net 
build them up. | 

Inſtr. 2. Hence then, the Works of 
God have a Voice in them, gs well as his 
Word. Auſtin calls the Sacraments, 
Yerba wifibilia: Fyen fo the Works of 
God are ( as we may fo ſpzak ) 4 vi{ible 
Word. The Worksof Creation have a 
Voice in them. The heavens declare 
the glory of God, day unto day uttereth 
ſpeech, there is no language wheye their 
Voice & not heard, Plal. 19. 1, 2, 3. 
Stars, and Trees, and eycry Creature n 
nc 


of 
: * 


I, 
al 


r 
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the higher and in the lower world, preach 
and proclaim that there is a God, and that 
He is an infinitely glorious Being. And 
the Works of Providence have a Voice 
in them: Yea, common Provyidences 
have ſo; much more, ſpecial and fignal 
Diſpenſations of Providence, Mercyes 
haye a Voice in them s and therefore are 
ſaidto be Witneſſes, God hath not left 
himſelf without Witneſs, inaſmuch as He 
oiveth Rain from heayen and fruitfull 
Seaſons. Judgements haye a Voice in 
them. Mic. 6. 9, Heer yethe Rod. Brutiſh 
men may fee! the Rod; but wiſe 'men 
hear the Rod, and underſtand the Lord's 
meaning therein, Yea, Judgements 
from heayen, have a loud, thundring, 
roaring Voice. The Lord ſhall roar ont of 
Sion, and utter his Voice from Feruſalem. 
The terrible Judgements, which He doth 
-EXecute vpon the World, are the Lords 
Roarings out of Sion. There was the 

Voice of Speech; yea, the Voice of the 

Almizhty,-in thoſe Judgements, vvyhich 

came vpon Jeruſalem. Zzek, 1. 24s 
FT nn F 4 
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Portentows Signs in heayen have a ſpeaks 
ing Voice in them. Sometimes they 
ſpeak the Mercy of heaven, and good 
will towards the children of men. As 
that extraordinary Light which ſhined 
about theShepherds at the Birth ofChrift, 
was a Token of Divine Fayour. A very 
judicious and learned Þ Interpreter, thinks 
that the Star which appeared to the Wile 
men, was the ſame with that miraculous 
Light that ſhone about the Shepherds. 
It was no ordinary Star, nor yer ® a Co- 
met properly: for it guided to a- particu- 
lar'Town & Houſe ; and was therefore 
ſuch another miraculous work of God, as 
the Pillar of Fire, which direRed the chil- 
dren of 7ſrael in their way towards Canga- 
8#n; being a Sigx of the gracious Preſence, 
and Fayour of God, But moſt come 


_# Conftat cerie, © Lumen iNfud, & banc Steam eodem 
tempore © eodem fin? apparuifſe: Luid ni unum idemque 
Zumen ef21? Lightfoot, (m ) Cometam propris 
yen fuiſſe patet, 1. Ex difterentia Situs 5 quia bec fella 
Zuferior ful, 2, Motu, 3 Apparitions, 4. Duration. 
Spankemius ; 7. Hoſpinian ds Origine Feft. Chriſti« 


monly 


monly, porcentous- Signs in heaven are 
Significarions of Divine Diſpleaſure, 
The Lord ſends them as Feraulds topro- 
claim Wrathand Wo to a ſinful and uns 
believing World. They are like the fi- 
ring a Beacon upon an high hill, which gi- 
veth notice far and near, that Troubles 
are at hand; and that now men are con= 
_—_ to prepare themſelyes for the Bat- 
tel: - ; 

Uſe. 2. of Exhortation to Fearken to 
the Voice of God in all his Solemn and Sig- 
wal Diſpenſations. oh 
The Lord hath of late Time, been ſpea- 
king by very Signal Providences, in other 
parts of the World, which we that are a» 
far off, ſhould learn Inftcution by. We 
hear the ratling of the flames of Perſecuti- 
on- afar off, whereby the Houſes of God 
in other parts of che World, are burning 
and conluming. - There's a Voice in 
thoſe flames ipeaking ro us. Have # 
we not heard how it hath been with the 


|} See the Relation of the preſent fate of the Churches in 
Nungariag lately printed. 
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poor Proteſtants in Hungaria, of later 
years? Five and twenty hundred Chur- 
ches there reduced to a ſmall number. 
And in the Kingdom of France, what 
Þloody Cruelties are exerciſed towards 
the Proteſtants there, Forty of late ſtar- 
ved to death in one Priſon, beſides many 
other Miſeryes, doleful to relate» And 
whar a fearful Innndation was that which 
hapned in the Netherlands, no longer 
Jince than this laſt Winter, when thou- 
ſands loſt their Lives; and the Lord 
knoweth how many ſcores of thouſands 
had all their Eſtates raken from them in 
one fatal night, Surely the floods of 
great waters have come nigh unto them. 
And ſomething of that nature, we hear 
hath ſince that, hapned in the Land of our 
Fathers Sepulchres. God hath been 0- 
pening the windows from on high there, 
and hath poured down a_Flood of Cala- 
mity upon the Land, Hiſtorians re- 
porr, that there was a prodigious Rain, 
and ſudden Flood cauſed thereby in the 
Land of Zzypt, a little before the Perſians 

ws aa 
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ſwallowed them up. An Overflowing 
of the River 7yers did forethreaten the 
deſolation of Nineveh; which may proba- 
bly be hinted at in that Scripture. Nah. 1, 
8, Itmay be what we now hear of, is a 
$izn, that God will ere long pour down 
the CataraQts of his Wrath upon a ſinful 
Nation, which hath of late been found 
euilty before the Lord, of $gnal Apoſta- 
ſy, Debauchery, and ( above all ) of ne- 
fandous Contempt of the Pure and Pow- 
erful Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, witneſs 
the black day p when aboye two thous 
ſand Miniſters of God 

were Silenced at once, 4p. 2. Baxter's 
as to their publick Te- Church Zifory, p. 21, 
ſtimony. Shall not 

ny Soul be avenzed on ſuch a Nation 4s this, 


faith the Lord, And hath not the Lord © 


been ſpeaking by very {tgnal Providences, 
wherein we our ſelves ave been, and are 
peculiarly concerned? Hath not the 
Sword been raging in the midſt of thee, 
O New-Enzland? Hath not the Lord 
been marching through the Land in Indr- 
gnation ? Cee Hath 
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Harh- not a mortal Contagion been a- 
-Omongſt us, and ſwept away five or fix 
hundred before it, in this one Town ? 
Hath not God rendred his Rebukes in 
flames of Fire upon thee Boſton z and that 
nor only by a firſt, but a Second Sign of 
his Hely and Righteous Diſpleafure ? 
And have we not bin viſited by the Lord 
of Hoſts, with Signal and prodigious 
Tempeſts? Was it not fo two years ago, 
ina Place q not far off, when one thar 
ſtood inthe way of that Whirlewind of 
the Lord, was daſhed to death in a mo- 
ment? Had the ſtrength and fury of 
thar Guſt fallen upon ſuch a Town as 
this, where there are a multitude of Hou- 
ſes, many Lives had periſhed. AndI 
am informed, that there was this Sum- 
mer, in a neighbour Colony r, a Tem- 
peſt no Jeſs prodigious; vvhich in the 
Woods, for cight miles together, carried 


g Viz, #» Cambridge, Fuly, $. 1680. (r) In 
New-Haven Colony, near Stratford. A more full ac- 
ceunt of theſe things, the Reader may expet in the Collett 
on of remarkable Proviicnces, Iuiended to he publiſhed. 
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all clear before it. Certainly, theſe are 
Signal, and ſpeaking Providences. 


And now behold! the Lord is ſpeak= 


ing tous, and to all the World, by.a-Bl4- 
2ing Sign, which His own Hand hath 
hung up in the Heavens. It is rot for 
nothing, that there is this Latter Sign ap- 
pearing ſo ſoon (. within leſs than two 


Years ) aftera former, Divines lay ir 


down as a Principle of Truth /, That 
Things, which proceed from Natural cauſes, 
if Unuſual, are Signal, So may it be af= 
firmed as to the Sign now hanging over 
our heads, Oh! let us confider the 
1.ord's Voice therein, But, What doth 
the Lord ſpeak unto us by this Latter Sign ins 
Heaven? 

Arnſ. 1. Surely the Lord faith by it; 
The World is full of Unbelieft, When 
the Jews continued in their Unbelief, not- 


withſtanding John Bapti#'s powerful Mis 


ſ Quicquid in Celo, Terra, © in Mari fit non ſolito, ne- 
que uſitato more, Divinitus pro Signo ponttur ceriorunt 
Evenuum, Non tgitur contemnamus hos Dei Pranuncios, 
Allted; Theol, Natural, Part, 2, Ps 246. 


niſtry, 


. 
. 
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'  niſtry, itwas ſaid, Except you ſee Sizns 
and Wonders, you will not belteve, Toh. q. 
48. Truly, except men ſee Signs and 
Wonders in heaven, they will not believe. 
Nay, except they behold a latter as well 
as a former Sign, they will not believe. 
How juſtly may the Lord from Heayen 
upbraid the World for their Unbelief. . 
2. God ſcems to intimate that there 
are great Changes haſtning upon the 
World. When God creates. a New 
thing in the Heavens, 'tis a Sign He hath 
ſome Strange work to do in the Earth. 
What thoſe Changes are, Time will diſ- 
cover. Oncly ( as I bayeelſewhere no« 
red ) the conſtant Experience of former 
Ages declares that ſuch Signs # haye bin 
portentous of great Mutations in the 
World. And the Scripture forertelling the 
great Changes, and dreadful Revolutions 
of Providence, which ſhall come to paſs 


t Cometas nova Imperia portendere, apud omnes fere geu- 
tes recepiumes;, Vulcanius auruſpex, teſte Servio, ad 
Eclog, 9. dicebat, Cometa ſrenificari Exitum veteris, 
G Ingre//um noyi Seculf,, Grotius jn Matth, 2, 2. 
IN 


in the laſt Apes of the World, ſaith, that 
as Forerunners and Intimations thereof, 
there ſhall be S7zns 7 ( or amongſt ) the 
Stars. God will raiſe an horrible Tem- 
peſt amongſt the Nations, which will 
make the waves thereof to roar. Por- 
tentous and Fearful Sights, are a Sign 

thar the days are at hand, wherein there 
ſhall be Diſtreſs of Nations, mens hearts 
failing them for Fear, and for looking 
after thoſe Things which are coming on 
the Farth, Yea, andthat the Powers 
of F7eaven ſhall be ſhaken, Luk. 21s 
25, 20, 

3, The Voice of the Lord cryeth 
to us, ſaying, Be you prepared for what= 
ever Changes may come. Labour to be 
ſuch as that nothing ſhall be able to do 
you any hurt, Be moyed with Fear, 
and ger into the Ark. Make ſure of 
an Intereſt in Chriſt 5 and then no wa- 
rers can drown you, It Troubles comes 
let them find you in Chriſt; and let 
them find us ſerving God, and glorify- | 
ing Him in the ſeveral places He un 
«K 


EF '3* 7 he Vice of God in frenal Providences | 
fer us'in, Yea, let them find ug | 
watching,. and praying that we -may be 
accounted worthy to eſcape all thoſe things ' 

| that ſhall come to paſs, and 10 fland be« 
fore the Son of man, 
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